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RUSH SIGN 2" DRAFT PICK

Rush Head Coach Joe Ferras announced today the signing of forward Derek LeBlanc. LeBlanc
was the second selection for Rapid City Rush during the CHL Expansion Draft in Phoenix, Arizona
this past June.

“After being picked up in the Expansion Draft, I spoke with several colleagues all of whom had
nothing but good things to say about Coach Ferras and GM Jason Rent,” said LeBlanc. “Once I
had the opportunity to visit the area and see first-hand the type of organization the Rush had to
offer, my decision was easy.”

On a recent recruiting trip, LeBlanc and his father Marv received a personal tour of the new
arena and its state-of-the art facilities. They also had an opportunity to take in some of the
tourist attractions including Mount Rushmore and Deadwood.

“Rapid City and the Black Hills are unbelievable and I love the area and all it has to offer. I've
never been to South Dakota and was most impressed with the scenery,” LeBlanc said. "My dad
and I had an opportunity to see Mount Rushmore and it was a great experience. I look forward
to taking advantage of all the opportunities in and around Rapid City.”

LeBlanc, 22, joined the Rocky Mountain Rage late in the season last year posting an assist in five
games, his first as a professional. His junior career (2003 - 07) was spent with Brandon and
Calgary where he scored 49 goals with 52 assists in 246 games.

“I am very happy that Derek has decided to come to Rapid City this season,” said Rush Head
Coach Joe Ferras. ” He has great size and skates well and is a young player that wants to be
very successful at the pro level, and these are the type of players we want wearing the Rush
jersey.”

Last September LeBlanc took part in the Edmonton Oilers Rookie Camp. In 2005, he participated

in the Toronto Maple Leafs main training camp. “"Both camps were great experiences that
allowed me the opportunity to play with NHL-caliber players,” stated LeBlanc.
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“With Derek attending 2 National Hockey League camps and playing 5 games last season for
Rocky Mountain in the CHL he knows what to expect when it comes to making the jump to pro
hockey,” said Ferras. “"He knows how to compete and we except him to be a player that will
thrive in our program.”

Rush announced last week the signing of defenseman Jamie VanderVeeken. Also signed are
player-assistant Chris Lipsett, 34, most recently with the Amarillo Gorillas, forwards Stephen
Cooke, 24, of Stirling, Ontario, Brady Olsen, 24, of Enterprise, Ontario, and goalies Lanny
Ramage, 25, of Baldur, Manitoba and Miguel Beaudry, 26, of Verner, Ontario.

In other Rush news, General Manager Jason Rent anticipates the Inaugural Rush Schedule
before the month’s end.

“We will begin the season on the road which will allow the team some time to bond early in the
year,” said Rent.

According to Rent, season ticket sales are so strong thus far he anticipates opening night being
sold out. To purchase season tickets contact the Rush office at 605.716.PUCK (7825).

Player Profile:

With CHL: 2007-2008

Position: Center
Height/Weight: 6'2”/217 Ibs.
Birthdate: 1986-03-31
Hometown: Brandon, MAN

Last Team: Rocky Mountain Rage

Player Stats:

Season Team GP | Goals | Assists | Points | PIM
2003-04 Brandon Wheat Kings 57 1 5 6 55
2004-05 Brandon Wheat Kings 68 14 15 29 86
2005-06 Brandon Wheat Kings 37 11 12 23 38
2005-06 Calgary Hitmen 30 6 9 15 36
2006-07 Calgary Hitmen 52 17 11 28 66
2007-08 U. of Lethbridge 26 9 5 14 56
2007-08 Rocky Mountain Rage 5 0 1 1 4

For more information on Rush Pro Hockey, log onto www.RapidCityRush.com or contact the
Rush office at 605.716.PUCK (7825).
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